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The rather evocative image of “rebuilding 
a 747 whilst in flight” has become a 
popular analogy.  it is often used to 
describe big projects which are further 
complicated because they allow no 
respite in which construction can occur.  
The concept could easily have been 
applied to the challenges we faced as the 
long-awaited refurbishment of our Dining 

hall commenced this term.  many things 
might be put off to allow improvements 
on a school site, but the stomachs of 
a thousand teenagers are not amongst 
them. Fortunately, our young people 
have responded to the challenge 
of temporary alterations to normal 
routines with the maturity and good-
natured tolerance that we have come 

to expect from Bromsgrovians.  Their 
patience will be repaid tenfold when the 
transformation is complete and we have 
school dining facilities which will rival the 
best in the nation.

Peter clague
heaDmasTer 

a word from the headmaster

artist’s impression of the new Dining hall 
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results 2014 
Bromsgrove school is delighted with 
its 2014 results – at every level pupils 
excelled themselves and achieved 
remarkable results. 

at a level 23% of all results were 
graded a*, 58% were graded a*/a and 
a superb 87% of all results were graded 
a* to B.  

at iB the average score was 38 points, 
putting Bromsgrove amongst the top 
performers for iB in the uK.  a quarter 
of the entry scored at least 40 points 
and four achieved 44 with one pupil, 
constantin von crailsheim scoring a 
perfect 45 – a feat only achieved by 150 
candidates worldwide.  

gcse results proved to be the school’s 
best ever with 34.4% of all grades at 
a*, 64% at a*/a and with 88% at a* 
to B. 

Thirteen pupils were awarded all 
a* grades and received honorary 
scholarships, awarded by the 
headmaster.  
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hockey and netball Tour 
Thirty-five excited girls and equally 
excited staff set out on what promised 
to be the trip of a lifetime to hong Kong 
and australia. after experiencing new 
cultures in hong Kong and playing 
some excellent matches in very hot 
and humid conditions, they jetted off 
to australia and a chilly melbourne. 
highlights from melbourne included 
watching an aussie rules game at 
the world famous mcg stadium and 

having a guided tour of the australian 
open Tennis centre. in sydney the girls 
climbed the famous bridge, explored the 
botanical gardens, enjoyed a harbour 
cruise, relaxed on Bondi Beach and 
experienced an exhilarating jet boat ride 
around the harbour. in sunny Brisbane, 
australia Zoo was a highlight for all with 
many girls taking the opportunity to 
have their photo taken holding a snake 
or koala whilst others rode a camel and 

some even went in the tiger enclosure. 
The final stop was Port Douglas where 
pupils enjoyed the hotel pool and golden 
beach, exploring the picturesque town 
in the evening. The last day was spent 
on the great Barrier reef - a highlight 
for all. all this and they also managed to 
squeeze in some very impressive sports 
matches, hosted by enthusiastic teams.   
what a trip!



The new heads of school, emily collie 
and niall hegarty, together with their 
deputies, Kate Duffy and Justin clegg, 
introduced the team of monitors to 
the Headmaster at the first monitors’ 
meeting of the term. 

They all received their monitors badges 
which they are now wearing with pride 
around school.
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heads of 
school  

French cinema 
a group of sixth Form pupils studying 
French went on a trip to The artrix 
Bromsgrove to see the French 
film, L’Ecume des Jours. it was an 
interesting and enjoyable evening of 
entertainment which also helped to 
improve the pupils’ French.

iB success 
The school was commended by the 
Best schools guide for achieving 7th 
in the uK iB league table. This is a 
higher league position than many of 
the more selective schools who offer 
the iB programme. 

The iB Diploma goes from strength to 
strength at Bromsgrove with eighteen 
nationalities, including many British 
pupils, studying for it this year.  
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ccF Tour  
Fourteen ccF ncos started their new 
school year with an expedition to France 
and Belgium.  The first phase of the 
trip saw the cadets complete their gold 
Duke of edinburgh expedition with a 
four-day trek through the ardennes 
Forest following the line of the French 
army’s advance from sedan in 1914 
exactly 100 years ago to the day. The 

cadets encountered wild boar, deer 
and a number of unidentified nocturnal 
animals whilst walking and camping in 
this very wooded and sparsely populated 
region. after completing their expedition 
successfully the cadets were driven to 
Ypres where they were based for the 
next three days conducting a battlefield 
tour of the early battles of 1914-15. 

The highlight of the expedition was a 
visit to the last Post ceremony at the 
menin gate.  The contingent paraded 
in uniform in front of over a thousand 
spectators and ellie Day laid a wreath to 
commemorate the old Bromsgrovians 
whose names appear on the gate.
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Topper squad 
James hollis has enjoyed an 
excellent summer at the world 
championships, and has now been 
awarded a place in the Topper Junior 
national squad for 2014/2015 which 
is another step up the rYa olympic 
Pathway ladder.

Football   
Zach Jeacock was successfully 
chosen from the august isFa camp 
to attend the camp in october to 
be part of the isFa u14 england 
squad in preparation for st 
george’s Park in December. if he 
performs well at the october camp 
he will hopefully be selected for the 
December tournament.

swimming 
congratulations to our swimmers who 
won an impressive four trophies at the 
stowe invitational swimming relays. 
The u16 girls' freestyle and medley 
teams consisting of india hanke, Talia 
mitchell, rachel weller, niamh Donovan 
and claire humphries performed well 
and in the medley event they smashed 
the championship record which had 
stood since 2006, by six seconds.

There was also a double victory for 
the u16 boys' freestyle and medley 
teams comprising of Tristan Bland, sam 
osborne, James cuthbert and Jack 
harding who dominated in the pool. 

a great start to the season.

Three squad swimmers have been 
selected for the gB Talent Team - well 
done to sam osborne, alice oliver and 
James cuthbert. 
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cambridge studies 
carren wong was selected to attend 
a summer residential course on 
english literature at Trinity college, 
cambridge, carren commented: “The 
seminars were interesting, in a relaxed 
atmosphere, allowing the students to 
spin out all kinds of analysis through 
reading unseen texts. The Q and a 
sessions were answered by professors 
and current university students, giving 
a wide range of opinion on admissions, 
interviews and studying in Trinity. “

oxbridge Talk
we were delighted to welcome 
andy avery, admissions and 
Schools Liaison Officer from 
christ’s college cambridge, to 
speak to prospective oxbridge 
candidates about the admissions 
process.  

Bromsgrove 
service
Pupils taking part in Bromsgrove 
service visited the Blue cross 
Animal Sanctuary for the first time 
this academic year.  Bromsgrove 
service pupils are now running a 
blog on the school website. 



lear 
Fifth and sixth Form pupils took on 
shakespeare’s tragedy, King Lear 
and brought it into the modern age 
with a bold and innovative piece of 
theatre. This version entitled LEAR was 
brilliantly performed by mature and 
talented pupils in the drama studio. 

we look forward to seeing more 
shakespeare in the coming months, 
with the major school production of The 
Winter’s Tale taking place at the artrix 
in november. 
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scholars’ concert 

ncos nadescha heine, Klara hunt, 
lucy sapwell, miles Burke, nicholas 
martin, nikita Khatin, Benjamin walker, 
amy mason-Towers and william Fidoe 
assisted former test cricketer and 
well-known artist Jack russell, who is 
painting a First world war scene. our 
pupils were the artist’s models. 

model ncos

The annual music scholars’ concert 
was a wonderful evening of music-
making by immensely talented 
musicians. There were many 
instruments alongside the human 
voice and the chosen pieces ranged 
widely across the centuries with many 
different musical styles. The capacity 
audience was deeply moved and richly 
entertained. The evening included 
performances by scholars from both 
the senior and Prep schools. 



B r o m s g r o v i a n  n e w s  r e v i e w  m i c h a e l m a s  2 0 1 4  i s s u e  1

 

Year 4 visited the science lab for 
a lesson all about static electricity. 
some of the children had a hair raising 
experience using the van Der graaf 
machine to show the effect of static 
electricity on their hair.

electric lesson 

Year 4 had a visit from Professor mcginty, a world famous time traveller. he told 
the children all about his adventures in Tudor england, meeting elizabeth i and 
almost having his head chopped off. The children were able to handle original 
Tudor artefacts and learned about life for both rich and poor in those times.   

Tudor visitor 

red riding 
hood  
Year 1 have been very busy working 
on the theme of little red riding 
hood. They used iPads to retell the 
story and as a finale, performed a play 
with percussion accompaniment for 
the other classes. The theme forms 
part of this term’s learning through the 
creative curriculum topic, “into the 
Woods”.
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Bodenham 
Year 3 enjoyed glorious weather on their trip to Bodenham arboretum. The year group enjoyed an informative and interesting 
guided tour around the arboretum, which is home to 3000 different species of trees. They spent a fun-packed session in the 
forest school; cooking toast on an open fire, den building, mud painting, bug collecting and making stick spiders. 

 

evacuees
Year 2 pupils were evacuated by steam train to rural highley as part of their topic ‘we’ll meet again’. They participated in 
various activities relating to life on the home front. They took cover in an anderson shelter during an ‘air raid’, carried out 
household duties in a ww2 parlour, made rag rugs and played classic wartime games such as beetle drive, tiddlywinks and 
marbles. To keep their spirits up the children sang wartime songs on the train home. 



h K reception   
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getting to Know 
You 
housman hall and mary windsor 
house held ‘getting to know you’ 
evenings for their new pupils. 

housman hall decamped to the 
hospitality suite for a welcoming 
social, with getting to know you 
quizzes, games of “heads or tails” (the 
traditional house game) and a round of 
“truth or lies” from the Monitors. 

The mary windsor girls played fun 
icebreaker games - pass the polo on a 
cocktail stick was especially popular. 

The Headmaster, Assistant Head and Second Deputy Head (Academic) took advantage of the annual Hong Kong visit to 
entertain old Bromsgrovians, parents of oBs and parents of current pupils at an excellent evening reception held at the 
royal hong Kong Yacht club.  Thanks to former parent mr Yau for helping to organise this event. 



Prep school is delighted to be involved 
in a new music initiative to give more 
pupils the opportunity to try out learning 
an instrument.  

The initiative aims to get all Year 
3 pupils involved in music, and 
particularly playing a string instrument 
such as a violin, cello, viola or double 
bass. 

In the first session expert music 
staff gave a demonstration of their 
instrument to the pupils who then 
enthusiastically participated in 
hands-on sessions to discover ‘their’ 
instrument.  

concerts will be held later in the year so 
parents can hear the progress made by 
all the pupils.    
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Year 3 strings initiative  

Forest Finds
The first day back to School proved 
to be a very exciting one for Year 3. 

Just prior to a planned walk 
around the grounds to introduce 
the woodland explorers topic, mrs 
Taylor informed pupils that she had 
reports of strange happenings in 
the Forest school area. rushing 
down to investigate, the children 
discovered a large basket filled with 
items including a boot, hat, scarf, 
saucepan, washing pegs and a bag 
of toffees. we await further news on 
these findings.  



Bromsgrovian news 
oBec agm 
oBec are looking forward to meeting 
up with old and new friends in the 
mountains of wales.The agm and 
Dinner will, as usual, be held at the 
Tyn-y-coed hotel, capel curig, north 
wales, on saturday 18th october. it is 
hoped that as usual everyone attending 
will meet at the Tyn-Y-coed hotel on 
Friday 17th october for an evening 
catch up for friends and getting to 
know new attendees. saturday will 
be a full day of climbing, walking and 
cycling (or shopping!). The Dinner and 
agm are then held on the saturday 
night with a gentle sunday walk or 
possible mTB or climb if interested 
before leaving for home.  The club are 
hoping to encourage 2013 and 2014 
leavers to attend and so the dinner 
for 2013/2014 leavers will be heavily 
subsidised with free camping (except 
for a small breakfast charge) and it 
has been agreed the bunkroom will be 
reserved for the recent leavers, at usual 
Tyn-Y rates.  Full details are available 
from from chris Bywater chris@
bywateronline.com 
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Facebook 

We have introduced a new official 
facebook ‘page’ for old Bromsgrovians 
at https://www.facebook.com/
oldbromsgrovians as our current 
offering is classified as a ‘group’ and 
does not offer you, as members, the 
best service on social media.
The existing group was closed on 
1.10.14 so please ‘like’ the new alumni 
page to stay updated with the latest oB 
news and events. 
 

aden symonds (Ws 97-11)

Having finished his year-long placement with Mercedes AMG High 
Performance Powertrains, we are delighted to learn that aden now has a 
guaranteed place on their graduate training scheme, held for him whilst 
he completes the final two years of his Masters Degree at Loughborough 
University. There are over 500 highly qualified worldwide applicants per place 
and the normal selection process is lengthy and intense. congratulations to 
aden on this remarkable success.  

Tom caswell 
Tom, (Ws 2007-2012), returned to  
school in september to discuss the 
KPmg school leavers Programme 
with current students.  Tom is 
employed by KPmg and studying at 
exeter, as part of the Programme.

netball
The oB netball Team is looking for new members. This is a fun and 
friendly team who play in both redditch and worcester leagues. Training is 
on monday evenings, 8pm til 9pm at Bromsgrove school, and ladies of all 
abilities are welcome; it is great way to meet new people and get fit at the 
same time.  membership is open to all - whether you are an oB or not. 

For more information please contact Helen Reilly (nee Lambert, TC 02) at 
helenlouise83@live.co.uk or Harriet Eales (Hz 08) at hcveales@hotmail.
com. They look forward to hearing from you and welcoming you to training.



Bromsgrovian news 
visits 
During the summer holidays, richard 
Pyatt (S 72-74) came back to School 
for a tour.  Jenny Bossard (nee Gricks, 
ws 72-74) showed him around and 
they had a wonderful time reminiscing.  
richard loves working with wood and is 
very proud of his workshop.  he makes 
all sorts of things from little keyrings to 
furniture.  
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We Need Your News! have you any 
news you would like to share with us?
have you got married, had a baby, 
moved jobs or recently graduated? 

if so, we’d like to hear from you. 
Please email oldbromsgrovians@
bromsgrove-school.co.uk (and 
include any photographs with your 
message). we will be sharing the 
news in our next oB newsletter and 
on our alumni Facebook Page.

oB news  

The Queen mother’s visit in 1965
Do you remember the Queen mother’s visit to Bromsgrove in 1965? would you be willing to share your memories of the 
day with us? we are putting together an expanded exhibition in the old chapel to mark the 50th anniversary in 2015. The 
exhibition will be on display in the old chapel during commemoration Day 2015. we are currently compiling press cuttings, 
photographs and stories about that day in 1965, and if you would like to share items or copies of photographs with us, 
please email us at oldbromsgrovians@bromsgrove-school.co.uk. 

Helen Chen (O 08-10) came back to School for a tour along with her 
parents who were oin the uK from china to attend her graduation.  walking 
around, she had a great time reminiscing and catching up with mrs 
helmore and mrs smith in oakley along with mrs Boonak and mr riley.



Forthcoming events 2014 
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OCTOBER 
wednesday 1st  school service: harvest Festival, 9am
sunday 5th  housman hall games show night
Tuesday 7th  informal concert, old chapel 5.30pm
Thursday 9th  senior school own clothes Day in aid of children’s cancer and leukaemia group
Thursday 9th  Pre-Prep & nursery Pa meeting 7.30pm
Thursday 9th  Year 6 KF and smc Parent consultation evening, cobham hall 6-8pm
Friday 10th  Years 3, 4 and 5 lunchtime concert, maple hall 1pm
Friday 10th   choir christmas cD recording, 4.30pm-7.30pm
saturday 11th  choir christmas cD recording, 4.30pm-7.30pm
Friday 10th  walters house Pa event, 7pm
Friday 10th  elmshurst house Pa event
saturday 11th  Prep school open morning for Years 3 to 6 entry
saturday 11th  Pre-Prep & nursery Pa Barn Dance 5-8pm
monday 13th  Pre-Prep & nursery Parents’ evening for Year 1, Year 2 and nursery 
Tuesday 14th  Pre-Prep nursery Parents’ evening 
Tuesday 14th  Year 6 sc and ll Parent consultation evening, maple hall 6-8pm
Tuesday 14th  uvi Parents’ evening, sports hall 6.45pm-9pm
Tuesday 14th  early evening informal concert 5.30pm
wednesday 15th  inter-house unison song competition, arena 3.45pm
Wednesday 15th  Pre-Prep & Nursery Parents’ Evening for Reception, Year 2EM and Nursery (Squirrels and Robins)
Thursday 16th  Year 3 string Presentation, cobham hall 4-4.30pm
Thursday 16th  Page house halloween Party
Thursday 16th  Pre-Prep & Nursery Parents’ Evening for Year 2F, 2W and Nursery (Foxes and Owls)
Friday 17th  Years 6, 7 and 8 lunchtime concert, cobham hall 1pm
Friday 17th  half-Term commences after school

NOVEMBER 
sunday 2nd   Prep school Pa Fireworks event, 4.30-6.30pm
sunday 2nd   Prep Boarders return by 7.30pm; senior Boarders return by 9pm
monday 3rd   school re-opens after half-term
Tuesday 4th  First choral society Practice, 6pm
Thursday 6th   uiv Parents’ evening, sports hall 6.45-9pm
Thursday 6th   Year 5 rw and ce Parent consultation evening, maple hall 5-8pm
Friday 7th   elmshurst house Pa event
saturday 8th   sixth Form open morning
sunday 9th   remembrance Day services, 9.50am and 10.55am
monday 10th   lupton Pa committee meeting, The Talbot, Belbroughton, 7.30pm
monday 10th   Prep school ski Trip information evening, cobham hall 7pm
Tuesday 11th   Prep school remembrance service, memorial chapel 8.30am
Tuesday 11th   Pre-Prep Year 2 ww2 assembly for Parents, 9am
Tuesday 11th   Year 5 nh and cK Parent consultation evening, maple hall 5-8pm
Tuesday 11th   Prep school Pa meeting, executive suite 8pm
wednesday 12th  Year 3 and 4 Parent consultation evening, maple hall 5-8pm
Thursday 13th   Prep school house singing competition, routh hall 8.40am
Thursday 13th   uvi interview evening, humanities 6pm
Thursday 13th   meeting of the school Parents’ association liaison committee, old chapel 7.30/7.45pm
Friday 14th   Bromsgrove’s got Talent, routh hall
Friday 14th   school house Quiz night, hospitality suite 7.30pm
saturday 15th   opening of housman hall and 10-year housman hall reunion
saturday 15th   11+ Taster Day at senior school
saturday 15th   Bromsgrovian club President’s Dinner, The Bank house hotel, worcester
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NOVEMBER
monday 17th   13+ sports scholarship assessment Day
Tuesday 18th   16+ sports scholarship assessment Day
Tuesday 18th   iB information evening for vth Form Parents, routh hall 7.30pm
Thursday 20th   lvi next step Parents’ evening, lrc
Friday 21st   Prep school Pa ladies’ indulgence evening, hospitality suite 
Tuesday 25th  Prep school scholastic Book Fair, library
wednesday 26th  Prep school scholastic Book Fair, library 
Tuesday 25th   ‘The winter’s Tale’, The artrix 7pm
wednesday 26th  ‘The winter’s Tale’, The artrix 7pm
wednesday 26th  The sixth annual Foundation lecture with guest speaker, sir Tim rice. The actor’s church, 
   covent garden. 7pm-9.30pm
Thursday 27th   ‘The winter’s Tale’, The artrix 7pm
saturday 29th   Prep school Years 3-6 and Year 8 entrance exams
saturday 29th   Young enterprise christmas Trade Fair, worcester
saturday 29th   lupton Pa Ball, The hilton, Bromsgrove 7.30pm
sunday 30th   housman hall charity Bag Packing and christmas Decorating events
sunday 30th   advent carol service, memorial chapel 5.30pm

DECEMBER 
monday 1st   ccF recruits Pass-off Parade
monday 1st   Pre-Prep & nursery Pa christmas shopping event, 8.30am-11.30am
Tuesday 2nd   Pre-Prep reception nativity, school hall 9.15am
Thursday 4th   Pre-Prep reception nativity, school hall 9.15am
Friday 5th   Prep school christmas concert, cobham hall 7pm
Friday 5th   oakley house Pa christmas Party
saturday 6th   housman hall charity Doughnut sale
saturday 6th   Prep school Pa christmas Fayre, 12noon-3pm
saturday 6th  Festive ladies’ lunch, Bromsgrove school. 12noon – 2.30pm
sunday 7th   mary windsor christmas Party
sunday 7th   elmshurst chateau impney annual Dinner
sunday 7th   housman hall christmas Party
Monday 8th   11+ Scholarship Interviews (by invitation)
monday 8th   walters Pa christmas Drop-in 5pm
monday 8th   Young enterprise christmas meal
Tuesday 9th   Pre-Prep christmas service for reception, Year 1 and Year 2, memorial chapel 2.15pm
Tuesday 9th   ccF Final Parade
Tuesday 9th   christmas concert 7pm
Tuesday 9th   Prep school Page house Formal meal and christmas Party
wednesday 10th  Prep school Page house ‘hot Dogs and Packing’ evening
wednesday 10th  senior school Boarders’ christmas supper 7pm
Thursday 11th   Pre-Prep & nursery christmas Party Day
Thursday 11th   Prep school Junior carol service, memorial chapel 2.45pm
Friday 12th   mark reading 12noon
Friday 12th   Term ends 
Friday 12th   oakley mulled wine and mince Pies
sunday 14th   chamber choir sing for BBc hereford and worcester, to be broadcast on christmas eve and   
   christmas Day

Forthcoming events 2014


